
BELLVILLE PRIMARY GETS A VISIT FROM 

USA PRINCIPALS 

 

 

ellville Primary had the privilege of a visit from a delegation of principals, teachers and 

superintendents from schools in Long Island, New York. This visit formed part of a research 

project called “Courageous Conversations” between Long Island University (coordinator Prof 

Arnold Dodge) and Stellenbosch University (Prof Berte van Wyk). 

Briefly, the research project is framed from a curriculum, instruction and student development 

standpoint which is central to the purposes of public schooling. Key areas are improving 

communication skills, especially writing skills. 

Our school was chosen as part of this project because Prof. van Wyk became aware of our 
Intervention and Support Program for a very unique multi – national and multi – cultural situation. Our 
learners come from 16 different African countries with no less than 21 different languages spoken at 
home. The implication of this is that about 70% receive education in the language of learning and 
teaching that is not their mother tongue. Apart from this, +/- 70% of our learners are not from the 
school’s feeder area.   

Given the obvious language barrier and the many challenges, such as socio – economical problems, 

behavioural issues and learning barriers, we had to ensure that there are intervention and support 

plans, all at no cost to our learners,  in place within our curriculum to accommodate all learners. Staff 

members at Bellville Primary go to great lengths to ensure that each learner feels empowered and 

receives quality education through effective teaching. 
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It is thus heartwarming to receive the following feedback from Prof. van Wyk, “The 12 visitors were 
very impressed with the multicultural composition of your learners and how the school adapts its 
strategies to service the learners. They all agreed that your school setup “is the closest in South 
Africa to their USA context”. This is a major compliment for your school.”   

 

An exciting prospect is that we will be paired with a primary school in Long Island, New York. This will 
entail contact via webcasts with the American counterpart. Live webcasts provide students and 
educators alike the opportunity to see one another in real time to discuss school experiences and 
cultural interests. Students share items about their classrooms, their learning experiences and their 
unique cultural environments. This will undoubtedly be an enriching experience for all learners 
involved. 

 

 

 

 


